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Mediating Spatial Imaginations

                             Conference Website: https://research.uni-leipzig.de/~sfb1199/annual-conference

T he seventh annual conference of the 
Collaborative Research Centre (SFB) 1199, 

“Processes of Spatialization under the Global 
Condition” investigates the role of different 
media and mediators in articulating, distributing, 
consolidating, or challenging spatial imaginations, 
formats, and orders.

Media are ubiquitous in our lives. They impact how 
spatial imaginations are created, transmitted, and 
negotiated. Globalization processes have been 
accompanied and accelerated by the media since 
the emergence of the global condition. Media 
such as books and newspapers, maps, images, 
exhibitions, radio, television and film, as well as 
the Internet, but also media producers and media 
infrastructures have come to play an essential 
role in producing, transmitting, and implementing 
spatial imaginations. The role of spatial 
imaginations has already been a focal point in the 
SFB’s first phase, which approached them mainly 
from the perspectives of geography as well as 
cultural and literary studies. Spatial imaginations, 
we have found, can have destabilizing effects 
by providing alternatives and blueprints for 
experimentation, critique, and protest. However, 
it remains an open question how and to what 
degree media affect the scope, scale, or volatility 
of spatial imaginations and related aspects of 
spatialization processes.

Various actors and organizations from the realms 
of politics, business, education, infrastructure, 
arts, and science have actively implemented 
media strategies to influence public perceptions 
of global connectivity and thus advance the 
reorganization of spaces. They have created and 
disseminated spatial imaginations with the aim of 
integrating, territorializing, networking, bordering, 
and reflecting an interconnected world. These 
imaginations influence practices of placemaking 

and spatialization; they potentially reduce 
complexity by producing patterns that support 
the substantiation and consolidation of spatial 
formats and spatial orders. The materiality of the 
media themselves—as printed, digital, virtual, or 
interactive entities— can be assumed to impact 
spatialization processes as well. Popular cultural 
media such as television and cinema reshape 
people’s imagination of countries, regions, and 
continents into new imaginary geographies.

We are interested in the processes of mediation 
and how spatial imaginations may assume 
concrete form like images, texts, or maps. We 
furthermore inquire who the actors of such 
mediation processes are and what role they play 
in the mediation of social, cultural, political or 
economic spaces. Concretely, we ask:

• How are spaces imagined, constructed, 
articulated, and represented in different media? 
Which media produce which kinds of spatial 
imaginations?

• What role does the materiality of media play 
and what influence do digital, virtual, and 
interactive media have on current and future 
spatialization processes?

• How are spatial entrepreneurs and other actors 
such as authors, engineers, policymakers, 
administrators, and activists involved in the 
mediating of spatial imaginations?

• How do power structures and markets 
influence mediating processes and how do they 
determine which spatial imaginations prevail, 
are institutionalized, and condensed into stable 
formats?

• How can media-oriented approaches be made 
productive across different disciplines?

• What role do different media play in research 
and the communication of its results to the 
public?

https://research.uni-leipzig.de/~sfb1199/annual-conference/
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TUESDAY, 27 September 2022

  3.00–4.30 pm .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

PANEL 1:  
THE MEDIATION OF ECONOMIC IMAGINATION. 
ACTORS AND APPROACHES

Chair: Uwe Müller (GWZO, Leipzig)

Marian Augustina Brainoo (IfL, Leipzig): Economic imaginaries and the global knowledge economy in question

Markus Sattler (IfL, Leipzig): Commodity chains and cognate approaches as spatial  imaginations-cum-formats: 
from cross-national exploitation via development towards community

  5.00–7.00 pm ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

KEYNOTE

Cameron Blevins (University of Colorado, Denver): 
Information, Infrastructure, and the Geography of State Power

  7.00 pm ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Dinner

WEDNESDAY, 28 September 2022

  09.00–11.00 am ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

PANEL 2: 
MAPS AND MAPPINGS IN KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION  
ON CONFLICT AND INTERVENTION

Chair(s): Ulf Engel / Elisabeth Warnck (Leipzig University)

Deniz Cil (University of Maryland, Baltimore): Mapping the peace: Using geospatial data to  advance research on 
peacekeeping and displacement

Steven Radil (US Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs): Mapping conflict networks in North and West Africa

S. Elisabeth Warnck (Leipzig University): Intervention ‘mappings’: A critical review

Discussant: Bettina Engels (FU Berlin) 
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  11.30 am–1.00 pm ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................

PANEL 3:  
TECHNOLOGIES & MEDIA AS MEDIATORS  
OF SPATIAL IMAGINATIONS

Chair: Antje Dietze (Leipzig University)

Sarah R. Sippel / Moritz Dolinga (University of Münster / Leipzig University): Drones flying over fields auto-
nomously harvested by robots: how agtech reimagines the rural

Manuel Harms (TU Dresden): Spaces of ‘superbugs’: Media constructions of AMR-riskscapes

Katarina Ristic / Karen Silva Torres (Leipzig University): Transnational protests in social media: Cultural transfers 
and spatial imaginations

  1.00–2.00 pm .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Lunch break

  2.00–5.30 pm .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

WORKSHOP

Working with spatial data and its visualizations. Imaginations, media, and transfer

Chair(s): Antje Dietze (Leipzig University), Ninja Steinbach-Hüther (IfL, Leipzig), Julius Wilm (Leipzig University)

 
Inputs provided by: 

Yasmine Najm (SFB 1199): Visualizing spatial semantics: Examples from 19th century French official journals

Sofia Gavrilova / Philipp Meyer Jana Moser (all SFB 1199 / IfL, Leipzig): Re-mapping empirical findings from atlas 
analysis

Carolina Rozo-Higuera / Kathleen Schlütter (both Leipzig University): The challenge of visualizing knowledge 
production in motion: Comparative area studies, transregional studies and global studies in Germany

Katarina Ristic & Karen Silva Torres (both Leipzig University): Digital transnational activism and space making

Lea Bauer (Leipzig University) / Sarah Ruth Sippel (SFB 1199 / University of Münster): Visualizing qualitative 
research: potentials, challenges, ambivalences

Julius Wilm (SFB 1199): Temporal spatial analysis in GIS as a tool for historical source criticism 

Daniel Wiegreffe (Leipzig University): Supporting land reuse of former open pit mining sites through visualized 
spatial data 

Discussants: Silvia Gutiérrez, Daniel Wiegreffe (both Leipzig University)
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  6.00–7.30 pm ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

KEYNOTE

Sander Münster (University of Jena): 
A current state of 3D modelling for humanities research and education

  7.30 pm ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Dinner

THURSDAY, 29 September 2022

  9.00–11.00 am ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

PANEL 4:  
MEDIA OF SPATIALIZATION AS BUILDERS  
OF A (POST-) SOCIALIST WORLD

Chairs: Philipp Meyer / Jana Moser (IfL, Leipzig)

Maria Cristina Galmarini (College of William & Mary Williamsburg): Tactile maps, blind people, and the circulation 
of socialist geographic knowledge in Cold War Europe

Alina Petrova Moscow School of Social and Economic Sciences): Title t.b.a.

Steffi Marung (Leipzig University): How to see the socialist (br)other? Visual repertoires for the non-European 
world in the Soviet Union

Philipp Meyer / Jana Moser (IfL, Leipzig): Towards understanding the spatiality of digital and web-cartography

  11.30 am–12.30 pm ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

FINAL DISCUSSION

  12.30–2.00 pm ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

(Concluding) Lunch
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Follow online: 
For further information, registration and 
access to the virtual  panel rooms please 
visit the conference website 
https://research.uni-leipzig.de/ 
~sfb1199/annual-conference

https://research.uni-leipzig.de/~sfb1199/annual-conference
https://research.uni-leipzig.de/~sfb1199/annual-conference

